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“Love is patient, love is kind, it isn’t jealous, it doesn’t brag, it isn’t arrogant, it isn’t rude, it doesn’t seek 
its own advantage, it isn’t irritable, it doesn’t keep a record of complaints, it isn’t happy with injustice, 
but it is happy with the truth. Love puts up with all things, trusts in all things, hopes for all things, en-
dures all things. Love never fails.” 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 
  
I’m currently watching the Netflix series “Bridgerton”, based on the novels by Julia Quinn. It takes place 
in London around 1813.  we get to follow a beautiful young aristocrat Daphne Bridgerton as she makes 
her social debut with the goal of marrying for love. 
  
I had to see what all the fuss was about. It’s pretty entertaining, and now I’m hooked. The best part? 
Horses pulling carriages! What is especially curious to me, are the cups over the horses’ eyes. How can 
they see? Turns out they only see what their drivers need them to see, without distraction. This helps 
them stay steady on the path. 
  
I’ve been told they’re called “blinkers.” They help focus the horse’s attention on exactly what’s before 
them. Nothing to the left or to the right. 
  
Sometimes I wish I had blinkers. Blinkers from God. Blinkers that would keep me focused on love. Love 
Blinkers!  The kind of love that 1 Corinthians talks about. Blinkers that would constantly put before me 
the questions Bishop Michael Curry asks, “Is this just about me, or is it about we?  Does whatever deci-
sion I’m making right now serve only my unenlightened self-interest, or does it somehow serve the 
greater good? 
  
During this season of Lent, I encourage you to ask those questions throughout your day. What would be 
different or change if we could do that? What would happen at home, at work, in your own heart? Let’s 
try it! Love is the way! 
  
With love, 
 
Cynthia 

Love Blinkers 

Hillside United Methodist: March, 2021 
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Six Week Online Lenten Study   
 

It’s NOT TOO LATE TO JOIN our online study! This  year, we have chosen Bishop Michael 
Curry’s book “Love is the Way: Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times.” You might have 
been introduced to Bishop Michael Curry at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle. His preaching was electrifying, and it was all about the power of love to change the 
world. 
 
In each chapter, Bishop Curry—through his practical theology and storytelling from his own 
life experience—answers a question you might be asking about love: How do I find God’s 
love? Do I have to love my enemy? Can love really change the world? 
 
For six weeks, we will journey together in this way of love. We will cover two chapters a 
week, and each week will be introduced with a video and then have a group discussion 
guide for the week. If you would like to order a book, you can do so on Amazon. If you need 
help with that please email or call Pastor Cynthia and she can order one for you. The books 
are $17.00.  You do not need the book to be part of the small group study, but it will en-
hance your experience. 
 
There will be three different times online to join a group.  
 
(1) Thursdays at 10am - led by Pastor Jeanine & Kelby Werner 
        * March 4, 11, 18, 25  
The Zoom meeting link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/915188407 
Meeting ID: 915 188 407 
 
(2) Sundays 9-9:45am - Led by Rev. MaryAnne & Pastor Jeanine 
           *March 7, 14, 21, 28 
The Zoom meeting link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5446347519 
Meeting ID: 544 634 7519 
 
(3) Mondays at 8pm - Led by Pastor Cynthia , Rev. Jan Barker will co-lead  
             *, March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
The Zoom meeting link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7867461473 
Meeting ID: 786 746 1473 

WHEN WILL WE GATHER IN PERSON FOR WORSHIP? 
 

Out of an abundance of caution and care and wanting to do no harm, we will not return to in-
person worship until it is safe and healthy to do so. We follow the Minnesota Annual Confer-
ence recommendations as well as our own Covid policy in making these decisions. Currently 
Bishop David Bard and the Minnesota Annual Conference continue to recommend on line 
worship. Your church leadership agrees with this recommendation. Through at least April we 
will continue to do recorded worship. 

Continued on page 3 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/915188407
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5446347519
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March Sunday Worship  
 
We will continue to hold joint online worship services with First UMC. The link can be found 
below, also on Hillside’s Face-book page, and Pastor Cynthia sends an email out on Satur-
day with the link included. If you would like to get those emails please call the church office. 
Watch the service as it goes live online at 10am Sunday mornings, or go back and watch 
whenever you have time.  
 

March 7 – Pastor Cynthia preaching “Love is the Way - The Cost & Impact”. We will al-
so share in the Lord’s Supper during this service.  

March 14 – Pastor Jeanine peaching “Love is the Way – Means & Reveals All”  
March 21 –  Pastor Cynthia preaching “Love is the Way – Brings Us Forward Together” 
March 28 –  Rev. MaryAnne Korsch preaching “Love is the Way – Brings Hope & Heal-

ing” It is also Palm/Passion Sunday.   
 
YouTube Link to find the Sunday online worship services:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA47ISATrUsyV7xJ8b4cWww 

MARCH FOODSHARE MONTH – Drop Food/Donations off at church 
 
The largest grassroots food and fund drive in the state, the Minnesota FoodShare March Cam-
paign brings together various community organizations, businesses, and faith communities to 
help stock nearly 300 food shelves statewide.  During the 2020 March Campaign, more than 
$21.5 million dollars and over 7.4 million pounds of food shelf items were raised by Minnesota 
food shelves.  To date, Minnesota FoodShare has distributed over $18 million dollars to March 
Campaign participating food shelves via the Minnesota FoodShare FoodFund. 100% of dona-
tions received by Minnesota Foodshare during the March Campaign go into the FoodFund and 
are distributed to March Campaign participating food shelves. Minnesota FoodShare envisions a 
future where all Minnesotans have access to healthy food and no one struggles with food insecu-
rity. The March Campaign addresses these issues directly and we invite you to join efforts and 
advocate for long-term solutions to food insecurity and poverty in our communities.  
 
Please consider dropping off non-perishable foods at the church in the grey bins right 
outside the lower parking lot doors anytime in March. Making cash donations is especially 
encouraged because with the help of partners local food shelves can purchase up to $7 of gro-
ceries for every $1 donated. You can mail those donations to the church, please do not leave 
money in the grey bins. Thank you for caring for those who are hungry. If YOU need food, please 
talk with Pastor Cynthia and we will see to it that you are well stocked with healthy food.  

Thank you to First UMC for inviting us to team together to make these recorded online     
worship services available. Thank you to Emma for her beautiful music. Thank you to all the 
Hillsiders who have been willing to read scripture. A special thanks to Bill Alexander and Alex 
Flinner for filming and creating the worship videos each week. Without their technological  
expertise and skills, we would not have been able to create such a meaningful worship  
experience. Thank YOU to the entire Hillside congregation for being flexible and keeping 
worship a priority. We believe we are having well over 300 people worship with us each 
week and are reaching people not only in the Twin Ports but throughout the United States. I 
received a message from a man in Louisiana who discovered us and watches our service 
every week and loves it.  And we actually have received several donations  from people who   
discovered us online from out of state! 

Continued from page 2 
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CHUM Contact Information:  

Administration   218-720-6521 

CHUM Center   218-726-0153   

Food Shelf        218-727-2391 

chum@chumduluth.org,     www.chumduluth.org 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Warming the Homeless on Cold Nights 
 
The CHUM Warming Center has been a place of 
comfort for those without a home this winter. Given 
the frigid cold that has plagued our area during 
February, the Warming Center has altered its 
hours to reflect the cold and the need for shel-
ter. For as long as daytime highs are hovering 
around zero the Warming Center will be open 6 pm 
to 10 am Monday-Friday and all day Saturday and 
Sunday. The Warming Center is located at the 
Rainbow Center, 211 N 3rd Ave E. 
 
The CHUM Drop-In is also open 24 hours as a 
Warming Center. The Warming Center is a safe 
and welcoming nighttime space where people ex-
periencing homelessness and other people in need 
can stay warm.  

With the dangerously cold weather, we have seen 
a sharp uptick in the numbers of people using the 
Warming Center. At one point on Sunday, Febru-
ary 7

th
, 37 people were sleeping on the floor of the 

Warming Center, spread out as best they could to 
maintain social distance   

Many Thanks to All of You who Give 
Your Time, Your Spirit and Your  
Resources:  
 
 

 To the women who provided a  meal 
to Loaves & Fishes in February  

 
 Everyone who has donated to Chum ’s 

food shelf through HUMC the last few 
months 

 
 

 To all those who quietly give to our 
church and community.  

Loaves and Fishes 
 
Even during the cold snap that we had in  

Duluth in February, we were able to provide a 

hot meal for the homeless  at the Dorothy 

Day House on the 2nd Tuesday of February. 

We supplied groceries for pizza hotdish, rolls,  

salad, fruit & dessert. We bought hamburger, 

pepperoni, onions, macaroni, pizza sauce, 

and mozzarella cheese. We provided lettuce, 

tomatoes, cucumbers, ranch dressing and 

sunflower seeds for salad. We also bought 

canned pears, 3 dozen rolls & butter. Diane 

Boris & I each made a 9x13 cake for dessert.   

 

Joel Kildor from Dorothy Day House came 

Tuesday AM to pick up all the food and he 

expressed how very grateful they are for all 

Hillside United Methodist Church does for 

them. Remember there are many homeless 

and hungry people in Duluth. Please keep 

them in your prayers 

 

Blessings from Carolyn Dahl 

Thank you for your gifts to CHUM.  Your gift will 
allow us to continue to provide advocacy, food,  

shelter, and a caring community for some of      
Duluth’s most vulnerable residents. 
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Hello my fellow Hillsiders; 
Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who is sending in their financial giving to the church.  It 
makes a big difference and we are grateful for your generosity. We understand that some of you may 
be experiencing financial hardship due to the pandemic. Please let us know if you are struggling to 
pay bills and buy needed supplies. We are family, and we are in this together. Give what you can, 
help where you can, and also ask for help when you need it.  
 
         Blessings to all of you, and be well. 
          Julie Manisto, Your Finance Chair 

Hillside UMC Book Club 
The Hillside UMC book club will be 
meeting the second Tuesday of each 
month.  
ZOOM 7:00 p.m. 
 
If you would like to join the book club, 
please call Sandra Wilmot   
(218) 348-2712. 
 
March’s book is  
“Leaving Time” by  
Jodi Picoult 
 
Tuesday  
March 9, 2021   

7:00 p.m. 

If you have an emergency: please call 
Pastor Cynthia on her cell at 218-260-3114. If 
you cannot reach her, please contact Carole 
Hawkinson 218-345-6874 or Carolyn Dahl  
218-727-6342. They usually know how to find 
your pastor!   

    Happy  March Birthday  
          to Hillside Friends!  
 

   
     
     

    1    MJ Kuhlmey 
    3    Mary Lange  

  9    Giulio Giuliani 
 14   Jon Hawkinson 
 16   Ron Mattson 
 18   Sara Mavec 
 19   Eben Britton 
 19   Dave McKowski 
 31   Cliff Boris 
 
If you don’t see your name here, please  call the 
church office  so we  can add you to the list.   
727-4257 

Lenten Grab Bags 
 
If you didn’t pick up a Lenten bag yet, 
there is still time. There is a grey bin out-
side the parking lot doors with little bags 
filled with fun things for anyone who would 
like one. The bag will include: Lenten  
devotional, communion elements, and a 
valentine card and sweet treat. You can 
pick up your bag anytime you are out and 
about. Take one for a friend!  

Please Keep Us in Your Thoughts & Prayers 
 
Marge Dahl, Derry Gilberg, Barb Kent, 
Clareen Suomala, Marilyn Torvick, along 
with our men & women in military service 
and their families. We especially pray for 
everyone’s physical & mental health during 
this pandemic. 

. 

FINANCIAL GIVING FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $7,701.00  

January 29 giving   $   380.00    

February 6 giving  
 
$2,045.00    

February 16 giving  
 
$2,360.00    

February 20 giving   $   430.00    

   Total   $ 5,215.00  

Balance       -$2,486.00 
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Hillside United Methodist Church  
Zoom Administrative Council Meeting, February 2, 2021 

 

Online Attendance; Carolyn Dahl, Diane Boris, Carole Hawkinson, Julie Manisto, Jim Le-
land, Sandy Wilmot, Pastor Cynthia  
 
Carolyn opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
The minutes of the January meeting were approved.  The motion was made by Carole and 
seconded by Pastor Cynthia.   
 
Treasurer’s and Financial report:  The January report was reviewed.  $445 was send to 
the Salvation Army for Heat Share.  No more pledges have been received.  Thank you notes 
need to be send out to those giving Memorial money.   
 
Stewardship:  A second PPP (Payroll Projection Plan) Loan has been applied for.  We re-
ceived $9446 last time.   
 
Pastor’s Report:  There will be an online Ash Wednesday service on February 17

th
 at 7 PM.  

Lenten grab bags will be in the Gray bins outside by the side door for anyone to come and 
pickup.  They contain a black cross, a devotion, valentine card, candy, and communion-to-
go.  The grab bags will be available for pickup starting on Sunday, February 14

th
.  A Lenten 

book study will be offered 3 times a week during lent.  Sunday morning, Thursday morning, 
and Monday night.  The title of the book is “Love is the Way”.  Scout Sunday is February 
14

th
.  Some of the Cub Scouts will be helping out with the Sunday service.      

 
SPRC:  The Coffin-Langdon kids are still doing the janitor work.   
 
TRUSTEES:  There has been another attempted break-in.  The screen on the kitchen win-
dow was removed and broke and thrown in the snowbank but no one got in the church.  A 
police report was made.  The Cub Scouts and Coffin-Langdon kids are helping out shoveling 
the entrances.   
 
Worship:  Online worship continues.  Vaccines for those 65 and above have started.   
 
Other:  The congregation has been notified online or by mail about the Charge Conference 
tonight. A Charge Conference packet will be sent to those getting their Livewire by mail.  
The rest of the congregation will get theirs by E-mail.  The next Ad Council meeting will be 
March 2

nd,
 at 7PM via ZOOM.  Pastor Cynthia gave the closing prayer.  The meeting was 

adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Diane Boris 
Admin Council Secretary   
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Hillside United Methodist Church 
Zoom Online Charge Conference 

February 2, 2021 
Presiding Elder, Rev. Jan Barker 

 
 

Online Attendance: Pastor Cynthia Coffin-Langdon, Carolyn Dahl, Carole Hawkinson, Julie 
Manisto, Diane Boris, Sandra Wilmot, Jim Leland, LeRoy Britton 
 
Presiding Elder Jan Barker opened the meeting with a prayer.   
 
The Pastoral Package was approved at a Charge Conference on December 1, 2020. The 
Pastoral Compensation Package was identical to last year’s package. The total is 
$39,394.78. 
    
The members of the Committee Structure for 2021 were reviewed.  A motion was made to 
accept the members of the Committees by Carolyn Dahl and second by Carole Hawkinson.  
Motion unanimously approved.   
 
We reviewed the Inactive/Unresponsive members list.  We agreed to remove the four people 
who were inactive/unresponsive for two years at the church conference last year.  A motion 
to remove Joel Zimmerman, Jackie Anderson, Calianne Marsaa and Kaitlin Marsaa from 
membership was made by Julie Manisto and second by Carole Hawkinson.  Motion ap-
proved unanimously.  We agreed to continue membership for Damon Hakala, Jason Hakala 
and Jesse Bailey who are two years or more inactive/unresponsive.   
 
Jim Leland presented the Budget for 2021.  The Budget is $1,100 less than the Budget for 
2020.  Apportionments have gone down the $1,100.  The 2021 Budget is $91,285.  A motion 
was made to approve the 2021 Budget for $91,285 by Julie Manisto and second by Carolyn 
Dahl.  Motion unanimously approved.   
 
Our giving in 2020 was $78,780.  We also have $12,357 in a bequest.  Our projected giving 
for 2021 is $69,844.  This includes another Payroll Protection Plan Loan that we have ap-
plied for.  We are also going to receive another bequest but we don’t know the exact amount 
at this time.   
 
We reviewed our church re-opening document.   
 
A motion to close the meeting was made by Carole Hawkinson and second by Carolyn Dahl.  
Meeting adjourned.    
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Diane Boris, 
Administrative Council Secretary 
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