
  

Pastor’s Ponderings…  

 

 

CHURCH IN-PERSON 11 AM EVERY SUNDAY! 

I don’t know about you, but I am always trying to find the 
“perfect” gift to give my loved ones for Christmas. I hmmm and 
haaa and toil over my decisions, always second guessing my-
self. I even ask my kids to make a wish list to help me out. I want 
everything to be just perfect! 
 

But then I stop and think about my own childhood. Opening presents was always the antici-
pated event and my favorite part of Christmas. Or maybe not… 
  

It is interesting to me that I can only remember two gifts that I received in all my family  
Christmases - a cabbage patch kid when I was a kid and a boom box when I was a teen. 
That is all! I seriously can’t remember any other gift. Is that odd or is that your experience 
too? What do you remember about the holiday season from your childhood? I mostly remem-
ber the feelings, who was there, and the meaningful traditions that we held. Not the presents. 
I remember my dad whistling Christmas tunes and my mom filled with emotion because the 
whole family would go to church together. My mom started the tradition that we all had to give 
a gift of ourselves in some way. My dad would always read a story from the big Christmas 
book on the coffee table and my mom would read the birth of Jesus in the gospel of Luke. My 
siblings and I would usually perform on our many musical instruments. My absolute favorite 
was when my younger sister and brother lip-synced “Blue Christmas” by Elvis Presley. 
  

As you plan and prepare for this holiday season and try to find those perfect gifts for your 
loved ones.... remember that in the years to come, what they will remember is the feelings, 
the traditions, and the time you spent with them – the gift of yourself. YOU are the best pre-
sent you can give this Christmas! 
  

Blessings and Merry Christmas, 
Your Pastor 

 Livewire 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 5 PM Saturday Dec. 24 

You, your family and friends 
are invited to a Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Service at 5 PM.  
 

There will be a message, 
Christmas music, including 
singing along to Christmas 
carols, a children's message 
and the lighting of candles.  
 

As always, we will have a spe-
cial visitor from the past tell us 
the Christmas story from their 
perspective!  
 

Please join us for this special 
worship service that celebrates 
the birth of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. 

Blue Christmas Service ...  
Making Space for Sadness 
 

Moments Hospice, Hillside UMC and First UMC are 
partnering together to offer a Blue Christmas ser-
vice this holiday season to make space for sadness 

and gather in the midst of suffering. 
The service will be held at Hillside 
Church on Sunday, Dec.11 at 3 PM.  
 

We will offer prayers and light can-
dles and remember God is near and 
we are not alone. This service is open 
to all; come if you are mourning the 

death of a loved one, if you are far from home, or if you 
are hurting or suffering in any way. God is our hope.  
 

CHUM Christmas Eve Vigil 
 

Join us 12 PM noon Saturday, 
Dec. 24, at the steps of City Hall 
in Duluth for the CHUM Christ-
mas Eve Vigil. The event provides 
an opportunity to remember those who have died in 
the past year who have also spent much of their 
lives homeless or advocating for those who are 
homeless. This is a sacred moment in time when 
we pray and remember.  

Christmas Offering Goes  
to Union Gospel Mission 
 

This year’s Christmas offering 
will be given to The Union Gos-
pel Mission (UGM). For more 
than 100 years, UGM has pro-
vided food, shelter and hope to 
neighbors in need.  
 

In the past two years, UGM 
has distributed over 200,000 meals. UGM re-
cently started up their hot meal program again 
offering warm lunches and dinners during the 
week.  
 

In addition to their meal program, UGM operates 
the Martin Inn, located upstairs of the dining 
hall. The Martin Inn provides low-income, transi-
tional housing. UGM works with other housing 
entities to ensure rooms are filled. Short-term 
residents are connected to resources to se-
cure permanent housing options. 
 

Donate New Toys This Christmas 
 

Hillside UMC’s focus this fall is  
Union Gospel Mission. We are col-
lecting new toys for UGM’s Christ-
mas toy drive. You may drop off do-
nations at church anytime between 9 AM-2 PM 
Tuesday and Thursday or Sunday mornings. We 
need your toy donations by noon Sunday, Dec. 11. 

Tuesday Bible Study & Fellowship 
Everyone is invited to attend Bible study on 
Tuesdays at Hillside UMC. For the month of  

December, we will meet at 5:30 PM 
on Dec. 6 and 13. No study on  
Dec 20 and 27.  

Sympathies to Bill Schilling Family 
 

We learned Sunday that Hillside United Method-
ist lost another one of its longtime church family 
members. Bill Schilling died Sunday morning, 
Nov. 20. Nearly every Sunday we could count on 
Bill and Rose to be at Sunday services. Bill’s 
presence will be missed. Our deepest sympa-
thies go to Rose and other Schilling family mem-
bers. Plans are pending for Bill’s celebration of 
life service at Hillside Church .  
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December 2022 Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

It’s that special time of the year again where we observe Advent. Join us for worship 

at Hillside United Methodist Church at 11 AM Sunday mornings.  

 December 4 – Second Sunday of Advent, the theme is 
Hope. We will share in the Lord’s Supper during this  
service.  
 

 December 11 – Third Sunday of Advent 
 

 December 18 – Fourth Sunday of Advent – will feature 
our kids 
 

 December 24 – Christmas Eve: Filled with lots of Christmas music, and 
all the traditions. 5 pm at Hillside UMC. 
 

 December 25 – NO SERVICE at HILLSIDE.  

Charge Conference Reminder 
 

On Tuesday, Dec. 6 at 7 PM, the 
Ad Council will hold its monthly 
meeting. At this meeting we will 
also have a very short charge 
conference to approve pastoral compensation.  
 

Everyone is invited to attend, and members 
may vote. In January, we will hold a church 
conference to approve the budget, member-
ship, and leadership board for 2023.  
 

Looking for a Finance Chair 

We thank Dave McKowski for serving in this 
position, and we are still looking for someone 
to take his place. If you would like more info on 
what the position entails, please talk to Pastor 

Cynthia. We would love to have you 
on the leadership board! 
 
 

Still Time to Fill Out Giving Cards 

Thank you to everyone who has 
turned in “estimate of financial giving 
commitment” cards for 2023. If you 
haven’t turned yours in yet, please do 
so as soon as you are able.  
 

The commitment cards will enable 
us to better plan for our mission and ministry in 
2023. Extra copies of the pledge card are avail-
able if you need one. Just email or call the 
church office.  

Thanks Gary: Great Repair 
The piece of wall at the top of the 
back stairs has been repaired beauti-
fully and we thank Gary Lundstrom  
for his talent in doing so.  
 
We thought we had a roof leak because of the 
cracking and peeling of the paint and sheetrock. Lo 
and Behold (a little Christmas theme here) it wasn’t 
a leak at all. It was a wide space between the stud 
and the insulation that allowed cold air and mois-
ture to penetrate the sheetrock from the back side. 
After much work in filling the crack, replacing the 
sheetrock and painting the surface we are very 
happy with the finished product. Take a look! 

 From the Board of Trustees 

Think Red: Do You Want …. 
…to help Hillside Church look 
more festive this year? Are you 
willing to buy a poinsettia to do 
so? If you are, just place your 
check (or cash), for $13 for an  
8-inch plant, in an envelope and 
either drop it in the offering 
plate or mail it to the church by 
Dec. 15.  
 

We will then buy the plants and place them 
around our building. The more the merrier! Quite 
festive. 
                       From your Fine Arts Committee! 
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CHUM Contact Information:  

Administration 218-720-6521 

CHUM Center 218-726-0153  

Food Shelf 218-727-2391 

chum@chumduluth.org, www.chumduluth.org 

  
If you have an emergency 

 

Please call Pastor Cynthia on her cell 
at 218-260-3114. If you cannot reach 
her, please contact Carole Hawkin-
son at 218-345-6874 or Carolyn Dahl 
at 218-727-6342. They usually know 
how to reach the pastor! 

CHUM Supports Stepping on Up 
 

CHUM continues to support the Stepping 
on Up initiative to address effectively the 
long-term and chronic homelessness in  
Duluth, much of it due to lack of affordable 
house and waiting lists up to two years for 
subsidized housing. CHUM is one of eight 
organizations participating in Stepping On Up. Others include 
the American Indian Housing Organization, Life House, the 
Human Development Center, Loaves & Fishes, Lutheran So-
cial Service of Minnesota, Safe Haven, and Salvation Army. 
 

Stepping On Up has developed a “5 Year Plan” of three 
phases with the goal of providing relief to people experienc-
ing long term homelessness and especially chronic home-
lessness. They are rarely able to transition smoothly from the 
streets or shelter into permanent, independent housing. 
 

Phase 1: Develop Capacity Controlled Sites. Two to four of 
these sites (10 persons each max) allow people to set up a 
tent or sleep in a car. Among the provisions of this site are to 
provide Garbage, sharps disposal, and basic hygiene facili-
ties and establish basic guidelines on sanitation and violence. 
 

Phase 2: Shelter Next Response – Indoor Villages or a 
Tiny Home Park. Develop 100 temperature-controlled, se-
cure, step up housing units that can be built quickly and for a 
fraction of the cost of permanent housing. This option offers 
people an alternative to outdoor camping and will allow us to 
phase out authorized living zones. 
 

Phase 3: Transforming Response: Towards Long term 
Housing. Invest in development of at least 200 units of sup-
portive housing for people who are experiencing chronic or 
long-term homelessness by 2026. This will require creative 
and cost effective designs and long term funding for support-
ive services. 
 

You may support this effort through your offering to Hillside 
United Methodist Church by writing “CHUM – Stepping on 
Up” in the “other offering for” section of your offering envelop.  

Please Keep Us in Your 
Thoughts & Prayers 

 

Rod Olson, Dee Johnson, 
Marge Dahl, Barb Kent, Clareen 
Suomala, Bea Jacobson, Ron 
Scott, Shirley Olson, and Rose 
Schilling and family for the loss of Bill on 
Nov. 20. 

Cookies Request 
from County Jail  
 

St. Louis County Jail 
Chaplain Kathryn Bell 
is asking for donations 
of a dozen cookies 
(homemade or from 
grocery store bakeries). Frosted 

cookies, chocolate chip cookies – 
the choice is yours. The cookies 
will be served for Christmas parties 
in units at the jail. If you are inter-
ested, please sign up on the bulle-
tin board of the Fellowship Hall.  
 

The deadline for these cookie  
donations delivered to Hillside 
UMC is Sunday, Dec. 11. Pastor 
Cynthia will take the cookies to the 
St. Louis County Jail.  
 

Chaplain Bell says that jail is not 
the best place for the Christmas 
spirit. No Christmas trees, lights or 
ornaments. However, cookies for 
Christmas seem to help. She also 
says that in passing out cookies to 
inmates, their smiles were genuine. 
Christmas parties in the units will 
also include reading the Christmas 
story, singing carols and playing 
Christmas bingo. 
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Greetings to my fellow Hillsiders 
 

It is with deep appreciation and gratitude 
that we thank everyone who is giving finan-
cially to the church. It has a meaningful im-
pact, and we are so grateful for your gener-
osity and support. We understand that 
some of you may be experiencing financial 
hardship due to the pandemic; please let 
us know if you are struggling to meet your 
basic needs. We are family, and we are in 
this together. Give whatever you can, help 
wherever you can, and ask for help when-
ever you need it.  
 

 Blessings to all of you, and be well, 
 David McKowski, Your Finance Chair 

 

 Happy December Birthday  
 to Hillside Friends!  

If you don’t see your name here, 
please call the church office so 
we can add you to the list. Our 
phone number is 218-727-4257. 

The men at the Dorothy Day House were very grateful for 
our gift of generosity when Cliff and Diane Boris delivered 
the nice hot turkey dinner meal Tuesday Nov. 8. We made 
a large pan with sliced turkey, Stove Top dressing, peas 
and carrots, mashed potatoes, gravy and cranberries. The 
salad was red jello with crushed pineapple and cranberries  
and then frosted with Miracle Whip mixed with Cool Whip. 
For dessert, Diane made four of her delicious homemade 
pumpkin pies, and we sent Reddi-Wip to put on the pies. 
We also included three dozen rolls. As a bonus, we sent a 
large can of coffee and the always needed toilet tissue.  

Blessings from Carolyn Dahl 
Our Current Covid Policy 
 

COVID-19 Protocol Update: Your Ad Council 

takes into consideration the case rate in St. 

Louis County, the Bishop’s recommendation, 

and the CDC and the MDH recommendations. 

Here is the current plan: 
 

 Masks are encouraged and available but 

not required on Sunday mornings. 

 Coffee and goodies will be available  

before worship in the fellowship hall at 

10:30 AM. 

 Children’s staff will continue to wear 

masks and sanitize all toys and play area. 

 If you are feeling ill or have any  

symptoms, please worship at home. 

 
 
 

Loaves & Fishes 

    4 Joanne Holmes 
    8 Doug Wendland 
    9 Rod Olson 
  14 Christine Lindgren 
 

15 Karen Bailey 
18 Amanda Pederson 
19 Linda Tomasek 
31 Julie Manisto 
31 Sue Patullo 

Hillside UMC Book Club 
 

The Hillside UMC Book Club will 

meet at 6 PM Thursday, Dec. 1 for 

dinner and discussion. The book of 

the month is “Killers of the Flower 

Moon” by David Grann. If you would 

like to join the book club, please call 

Sandra Wilmot at 218-348-2712.  

 

FINANCIAL GIVING FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $7,854.16 

----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Oct 30  giving  $  1,150.00    

Nov 6  giving  $  1,583.00 

Nov 13  giving  $  2,495.00 

Nov 20  giving  $    515.00 

Nov 27  giving  $   720.00 

 

     Total $  $ 6,463.00 

   Balance         –  $ 1,391.00 
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Hillside United Methodist Church 
Zoom & In Person Administrative Council Meeting 

November 1, 2022 
 

Attendance: Diane Boris, Carolyn Dahl, Carole Hawkinson, Dave McKowski, Pastor Cynthia, Jim Leland,  
Karen Bailey 

 

Carolyn gave the opening prayer. 
 

The October Ad Council minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Carole and seconded by Pastor Cyn-
thia that the minutes be approved. Motion approved.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed. Last month we had income of $4,500 and expens-
es of $8,000. We were short $3,500 to pay our bills. 

 

Finance Report: A stewardship letter and pledge cards were sent out. The 2023 budget is not done yet. Com-
mitment Sunday is November 13

th
.
 
Dave will say something about stewardship on Sunday.     

 

Pastors Report: Bible Study is going well. The family had a graveside service for Pat Olson. Pastor Cynthia 
participated in the Confirmation Retreat last weekend. All Saints Sunday is November 6

th
. Some family mem-

bers of the four people from our congregation who died in the last year will be in attendance. Other than Copper 
Top, we have the 2

nd
 highest attendance of the Methodist Churches in our area.  

 

Lay Leader: No Report.    
 

SPRC: They recommended the staff (janitor, child care attendant and Administrative Assistant) be given $1.00/
hour raise in 2023 and Emma be given $5.00 more per week. A motion was made by Karen and seconded by 
Carole that the staff be given $1.00 per hour raise and Emma be given $5.00 more per week in 2023. Motion 
unanimously approved. If people would like to give money for a bonus to the staff and Pastor Cynthia at Christ-
mas time, they can put the money in the offering plate or mail it to the church saying “Christmas Bonus” on the 
check or envelope. This appeared in the November Newsletter and will be in the December Newsletter again. 
Jerry McNeil has volunteered to bring the food that we collect to Chum.    

  

Trustees: The Cub Scouts still want to use our church for their meetings even though we will not be chartering 
them after the end of December. They haven’t found another meeting place and want us to commit for another 
year. We aren’t sure we want to do this.   

 

Lamplighters: Delores Johnson was visited and Pastor Cynthia gave her communion. Bea Jacobson was also 
visited and was glad to see us. She would like to come to church again.   

  

Missions: A meal for Loaves & Fishes will be prepared next week. We will make a Turkey dinner in November 
and a ham dinner in December. The warm clothes were brought to Union Gospel Mission last week. They were 
glad to get them. We are still collecting warm clothes, hats and mittens, sleeping bags, blankets in November. 
Toys will be collected for December.    

 

Worship: November 6
th
 is All Saints Day. Dedication Sunday is November 13

th
. November 20

th
 is Thanksgiving 

Sunday and the Hanging of the Greens will be after church on November 27
th
. JoJo would like to host a Blue 

Christmas at our church on December 11
th
. A Blue Christmas is for those not feeling joyous, sad, or grieving a 

loss of a loved one. We are looking for volunteers to serve coffee and goodies after the service.   
   

Other: Our next Council meeting will be on December 6
th
 at 7PM. It will be open to all the members of our 

church for a short Charge Conference that will approve the Pastor’s Compensation Package for 2023. The time 
for the meeting will be in the Newsletter, Email, and announced at church. The regular Charge Conference will 
held be on Jan. 15

th
 after church when we will approve the Leadership board and Church Budget for 2023.   

 

Pastor Cynthia gave the closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned.   
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
Diane Boris,  
Admin Council Secretary 


