
  

 

Pastor’s Message 

 

 HILLSIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1801 Piedmont Avenue, Duluth, MN 55811-3219 Phone 218-727-4257 

Website: hillsideumchurch.com Email: hillsideumcduluth@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook:  Hillside United Methodist Church  

January  2026 Livewire deadline is Tuesday,  December 23, 2025 

WORSHIP AT 11 AM EVERY SUNDAY 

Greetings friends, 
 
Welcome to the season of Advent!  
The church worship calendar is filled 
with times of fasting and times of feasting. This cycle of reflection and celebration  
reminds us that both are necessary as we seek to follow Jesus well. Advent is a  
season of fasting that is followed by the Christmas season of feasting. As we prepare 
for the coming of Christ into the world we recognize that the foundational purpose of 
his incarnation was and is to overcome sin and death so that we may live by faith.  
Jesus’ victory means we can overcome every obstacle.  
To highlight this reality, our Advent series will be based on the theme of Escape 
Rooms. In an escape room, the idea is to use clues hidden in the room to decode or 
solve puzzles that will eventually lead to your group getting out of the locked room. 
For this Advent series we will focus on the Christmas story by ‘escaping’ from areas 
of brokenness into the four traditional areas of focus for Advent. We will ‘Escape Fear 
& Find Hope’, ‘Escape Apathy & Find Joy’, ‘Escape Hate & Find Love’, ‘Escape  
Chaos & Find Peace’. 
In worship each week, our children will take center stage by coming forward to solve 
a part of the escape room puzzle. Each Sunday they will use hints they found during 
the week to discover a hidden key somewhere in the sanctuary that will unlock a box 
on the altar containing a different piece of the nativity set for each service. There will 
be a devotional guide to go along with the Advent season that will tie into the theme 
and this is where the children will find the clues they need to discover the hidden key 
in the sanctuary each week. I hope you can join us for this worship experience during 
the season of Advent! 
         Breathe Peace, Rev. Jeremy Woodley 
 

Livewire 
Hillside United Methodist 

December 2025 
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FINANCIAL GIVING FROM  NOVEMBER 2 

THROUGH  NOVEMBER 23 2025 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $8,686 
 ----------------------------------------------------- 

  November    2 $   2,081.00 

 November   9 $      900.00 

 November 16 $      370.00 

 November 23 $      675.00    

  Total         $   4,026.00 

  Balance   –   $    4,660.00 

 
  

 

Happy December Birthday to 
our Hillside Friends!  

If you don’t see your name here, please 
call the church office so we can add you 
to the birthday list. Hillside UMC’s phone 
number is 218-727-4257. 

 Loaves & Fishes 

 On the second Tuesday in November, we made a 
nice Thanksgiving dinner for the men at the Dorothy Day 
House. We had sliced turkey donated so we put gravy in 
a large pan and then  the sliced the turkey. We topped 
off the turkey with Stove Top Dressing. On top of the 
dressing, we put mashed potatoes and more gravy. We 
made fresh cranberry orange sauce too. The vegetable 
was corn. We also made a Cranberry Mandarin jello  
salad. Diane Boris made 4 nice pumpkin pies. (What a 
nice treat!) Two cans of Redi-whip went along for the top 
of the pies. The extras that we sent were coffee, toilet  
paper, and paper towels. The men that helped Cliff and  
Diane bring in everything were very happy and  
appreciate all we do. 
 Be sure to remember all the people who are 
homeless and hungry in your prayers and be thankful for 
all your blessings.     

   Peace and joy from Carolyn Dahl 

    4  Joanne Holmes 19 Linda Tomasek   
   8 Doug Wendland 31 Julie Manisto  
 14 Christine Lindgren 31 Sue Patullo 
 18 Amanda Pederson 

Please Keep Us in Your Prayers 
Marge Dahl, Clareen Suomala, Shirley  
Olson, MJ Kuhlmey, Vi Lyness and Bill 
Palusky. 

Help Out With PRAYERS 
We all know how much prayer helps us at special times. 
Hillside has a prayer chain that we start when someone 
needs these special prayers but we need more of us on 
that “chain”. Could you be a prayer warrior?  
It works like this:  
Either Carolyn or Carole receives a call from one of you 
or from Pastor Jeremy to start our prayer chain. We 
would call you and ask you to say a prayer for the person 
that needs it and then call one other person (to pass on 
the message). So, you would only be calling one person 
but more prayers are better than one person praying. 
Right now, we are down to six people on our prayer 
chain and we really want more of you to participate. If 
you are willing, please call:  
Carolyn at 218-727-6342 or Carole at 218-606-1236. 

Youth Ministry/Confirmation Class 
We are excited to join with the  
churches of the Twin Ports  
United Methodist Ministries as 
we work together to provide  
programs for our youth! 
December 7th-  Youth Group 
Decorating Christmas Cookies 
December 21st- Christmas Party 
TBD- Serving at Bentleyville 
Focusing on relationships, sharing meals, sharing 
thoughts, and growing in the Love of God and  
neighbors. 

Find Joy Across Generations:  
Join “Delight”! 

We are excited to introduce Delight, a new program 
connecting students and senior adults across our  

congregations (Norton Park, Asbury, Hillside, and Hope 
UMCs). Through simple acts of friendship — a note, a 

visit, a shared meal, or a prayer — Delight builds  
bridges between generations, helping us all grow in faith 

and joy. 
Each participant is paired with one person from another 

age group for the school year, with two celebration  
gatherings (January 25 and April 19). 

Senior adults are invited to sign up this month to be 
matched with a young person. 

Pick up a form in your bulletin or church office, or  
contact Pastor Jeremy for information. If you would like, 

you can contact Pastor Brian Cornell   
bcornell@wnccumc.net or 828-434-6995) for more  

information. 
Together, let’s discover the delight of 
God’s love shared across generations! 
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Sunday Worship  

Worship with us 11 AM each Sunday morning at Hillside United Methodist Church. 

Join us for coffee and conversation at 10:30 AM before worship. We 

work hard to make our space warm and hospitable for all-comers. 

 November 30   Matthew 2:1-8       –  “ Escape Fear & Find Hope”  

 December  7    Luke 2:6-20           –  “Escape Apathy & Find Joy”  

 December 14    Matthew 1:18-25  --  “Escape Hate & Find Love” 

 December 21    Luke 1:39-55         --  “Escape Unbelief & Find Faith” 

 December 24    Luke 2:1-7; Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 -- “Escape Chaos & Find Peace” (4 PM Service) 

 December 28    Luke 12:13-21       –  “Resolved to be Enough” 

Monthly Donation Ideas for CHUM 
CHUM has compiled a list of ideas for donations 
for each month of the year. The list of items for 
December includes:  
Baking supplies: flour, 
any type of sugar,  
chocolate chips,  
Hershey’s kisses,  
peanut butter, almond 
bark, marshmallow 
cream, etc.  
Monetary donations are always welcome, and 
anything you can give is very much appreciated.  

St. Scholastica Christmas Concert to Help Chum  
The College of St. Scholastica Music Program presents the annual Christmas concert, O Holy Night at Cathedral of 
Our Lady of the Rosary at 7:30 PM on Friday, December 5th and 6th. Their choral, brass, and string ensembles will 
share the Christmas story and spirit through an unforgettable evening of music.  
A freewill offering will be collected to benefit Chum.  
Tickets are $17, details here: https://thecollegeofstscholastica.ticketspice.com/o-holy-night-2025 

 
Items to Donate 
 

Warm socks are always needed. Please drop off new or 
used men’s and or women’s socks at the church. Other 
items that are in great need right now include gloves, 
sleeping bags, and hand warmers for those who are 
living outside as the weather gets colder .Some of the 
other items in high demand are personal hygiene items. 
These items can also be dropped of at church.  
Please let me know if I can be of help in any way at  
218-390-6308. Thank you, Phyllis. 
Or you can drop items off at 21 W 1st street  (ring bell).  

Advent Series: Escape to Bethlehem  
Our Advent series for 2025 will be based on the 
theme of Escape Rooms. In an escape room 
the idea is to use clues hidden in the room to 
decode or solve puzzles that will eventually 
lead to your group getting out of the locked 
room. For this Advent series we will focus on 
the Christmas story by ‘escaping’ from areas of 
brokenness into the four traditional areas of focus for Advent: love, joy, hope, and peace.  
In worship each week the Children’s Chat will give the children the chance to come forward and 
solve another part of the escape room puzzle. Each Sunday they will use hints they found during the 
week to discover a hidden key somewhere in the sanctuary that will unlock a box on the altar  
containing a different piece of the nativity set for each service.  
There will be a devotional guide to go along with the Advent season that will tie into the theme and 
this is where the children will find the clues they need to discover the hidden key in the sanctuary 
each week. The goal is to get families (and everyone else) to engage in the story during the week 
and come to worship with the main theme of the worship service already in mind so we can Escape 
to Bethlehem together!  
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Thinking of Our Staff 
The holidays are coming, and we are hoping you would like to contribute to Christmas  
bonuses for Emma, Sue, Hayes,  and Brenna. If so, please place your contribution in your 
giving envelope and write “Christmas Bonus” in the “Other Offering for...” section. We  
request that you send your offering envelope with this designated contribution by December 
14th. Thank you for thinking of our support staff during this holiday season. 

 
 
 

The Thursday Book Club is shaking things up: The meeting in December will be on  
Tuesday December 9 at 6 pm at Pat Malkovich’s house. It’s going to be a Christmas  
Party!!  The meeting in January will be on Monday January 5th at Sandra Wilmot’s house.  
The book they will be discussing this time will be  “Where Rivers Part” by Kao Kalia Yang.  
Questions?  Call Sandra at 218-348-2712. 

THINK RED …to help Hillside Church look more festive this year! If you  are willing to buy a  

poinsettia, just place your check (or cash) for $10.00 per plant in an envelope. You can either drop it in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church by December 14th. We will then buy them and place 
them around our building. The more the merrier!  

Christmas Donations  
Our 2025 Christmas offering this year will be forwarded to 
the Bob Tavani house. Please consider your gift and  
support this mission as you are able.  
The Bob Tavani House in Duluth offers a safe, welcoming place for people experiencing  
homelessness to heal after being discharged from the hospital for an acute medical condition. This 
provides a much-needed alternative to being discharged to the street or a shelter.  
Since 2018, The Bob Tavani House has been providing the Northland with a vital resource it  
previously lacked -- The home-like environment offers private rooms, nutritious meals, and  
supportive staff.  
They also work on securing housing and connecting them to vital resources in the community such 
as social services, mental health care, and substance abuse treatment. This focus on healing  
prevents needless, harmful, and expensive cycles of patients returning to the hospital over and over 
again.   

Love’s Everlasting Light  
St. Paul's Episcopal Church will present "Love's Everlasting Light," their  
annual Festival of Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 14, at 6pm.  
Under the direction of Thomas Hamilton, Minister of Music, the choir continues 
the time-honored tradition which began in England over 140 years ago and 
continues today. The service presents readings from the Bible along with  
musical responses sung by the choir, handbells, and congregation altogether. 
The service is offered as a gift to the Twin Ports Community for the holiday 
season. A reception follows in the Parish Hall. 
For more information: Contact Tom Hamilton or Rita Rosenberger through the 
church email, or the church phone number is 218/724.3535. 

There’s Still Time to Show Your Dedication to Hillside UMC 
Thank you to everyone who has turned in “estimate of financial giving commitment” cards for 2026. If 
you haven’t turned yours in yet, please do so as soon as you are able. The commitment cards will 
enable us to better plan for our mission and ministry in 2026. Pledge cards are available if you need 
one. Your offering goes toward an investment for the care and upkeep of our church building, our 
Sunday services, and our outreach to the community. 
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Hillside United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting – November 4, 2025 

Hillside United Methodist 
Church 
Administrative Council Meeting 
November 4, 2025 
 
Attendance: Diane Boris, Pastor 
Jeremy, Jim Leland, Carole 
Hawkinson, Carolyn Dahl, Dave 
McKowski. Sandra Wilmot 
 
Carole gave the opening prayer. 
 
The October Ad Council minutes 
were reviewed. A motion was 
made by Carole and seconded 
by Dave that the minutes be  
approved. All approved.        
 
Treasurer’s Report: The  
treasurer’s report was reviewed.     
       
Finance Report: Pledge cards 
are being mailed out. The 
Christmas giving will be sent to 
the Bob Tavani House. The  
motion was made by Sandy & 
seconded by Carole. Motion  
approved.   
    
 

Pastors Report: The education 
class Pastor is taking is about 
communications right now. It 
was brought up how social  
media has an effect on kids.  
Pastor would like to invite the 
neighbors to come and have 
S’mores in the parking lot.   
 
Lay Leader:  No report.      
   
SPRC: Because the giving  
never meets the expenses every 
month it is recommended that 
staff not be given a raise next 
year. It was voted to give the 
staff a Christmas appreciation 
gift. The money would come 
from donations the congregation 
gives for the staff.   
  
Trustees: There are complaints 
the church is too hot on  
Sundays. The thermostats will 
be lowered. The sale of the 
parking lot closing is set for  
Friday.                      
 
Lamplighters Pastor Jeremy, 
Carole and Carolyn saw 7  

shut-in’s and gave them  
communion.                   
      
Missions: Jim brought a car load 
of warm clothes to the Union 
Gospel Mission. Toys are being 
collected now. Toys must be 
brought to the church by  
December 7th.     
 
Worship:  All Saints Day service 
was good. Jon Hawkinson’s son 
lit the candle in memory of his 
Father. The Advent series 
(Escape to Bethlehem) will be 
focused on kids. Pastor is  
printing a big devotional puzzle 
for them.                   
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting 
will be December 2, at 9:30 AM 
 
Pastor Jeremy gave the closing 
prayer.  The meeting was  
adjourned.        
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Diane Boris,  
Admin Council Secretary 

If you have an emergency... Please call Pastor Jeremy on his cell at 218-825-2174. If you cannot reach him, 
contact Carole Hawkinson at 218-606-1236 or Carolyn Dahl at 218-727-6342 for assistance. 

Christmas Cookie, Craft & Vendor Fair: Saturday, December 13  
Join us at the Annual Norton Park United Methodist Church Christmas Cookie, Craft, and 
Vendor Fair! Open from 9 AM to 2 PM Indulge in a plate of a dozen freshly baked  
homemade cookies for just $4.50. Explore a variety of handmade holiday treats, baked 
goods, and delicious breads. Come hungry and enjoy breakfast and lunch while you shop! 
It's the perfect place to stroll, eat, and find unique gifts—convenience and festive fun all in 
one spot! Find more information on the Norton Park Facebook page.  

Collecting Things of All Kinds!! Unwrapped Toys and Cookies 
1) Our annual collecting of unwrapped toys  is underway. We always want to give Santa some 
help, so bring in your unwrapped toys as we have a table set up in Fellowship Hall. These items will 
be collected for the Union Gospel Mission through December 7th. 
2) We are also asking for cookies again as part of the St. Louis County Jail Ministry. Please be 
sure the cookies do not have any nuts, peanut butter, or coconut in them. The deadline for 
cookies is December 7th. 
Thank you all for your generosity during this holiday season. 
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Check out our website!  HillsideUMChurch.com 

     Hillside UMC October 2025 Treasurer’s Report 


