
  

 

Pastor’s Message 

 

 HILLSIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1801 Piedmont Avenue, Duluth, MN 55811-3219 Phone 218-727-4257 

Website: hillsideumchurch.com Email: hillsideumcduluth@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook:  Hillside United Methodist Church  

February  2026 Livewire deadline is Thursday,  January 22, 2026 

WORSHIP AT 11 AM EVERY SUNDAY 

Greetings friends, 
 
Happy New Year! This is the season of  
reflecting and projecting. That’s why we see 
so many lists at this time of year. It seems 
like everyone makes a list of the top 20 of 
2025. Your phone might even put together a 
“Year in photos” album for you. These are great opportunities to look back at the  
previous year and celebrate the blessings we received.  
This is also the time to project what the next year might look like for us. As followers 
of Jesus, we need to take a minute and acknowledge not only the positives from last 
year but the negatives also, so we can move into the new year without bringing any 
baggage with us.  
How do we do that? REPENTANCE. This is the first step for anyone who makes a 
commitment to follow Jesus. In Matthew 3, John the Baptist is living into his name, 
“People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the 
Jordan. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River.”  
John knew this wasn’t enough. This confession and repentance wasn’t going to  
enable these people to follow through with their own resolutions to follow God more 
closely so he said, “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one 
who is more powerful than I... He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  
As you reflect on your relationship with Jesus over the past year, I pray you will look 
at the difficult areas where repentance is needed and then project into the new year 
with renewed determination to follow Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit, that 
is where the real JOY is! 
 
         Breathe Peace, Rev. Jeremy Woodley 

Livewire 
Hillside United Methodist 

January 2026 

Follow Jesus 
through the power 
of the Holy Spirit, 
that is where the 
real JOY is! 



2 

 

FINANCIAL GIVING FROM  NOVEMBER 30 

THROUGH  DECEMBER 24 2025 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $8,686 
 ----------------------------------------------------- 

  November     30 $      280.00 

 December   7 $   2,570.00 

 December 14 $      285.00 

 December 21 $ 460.00 

 December  24 $ 275.00 

 December 28 $    No Service 

  Total         $   3,865.00 

  Balance   –   $    4,821.00 

 
  Happy January Birthday to 

our Hillside Friends!  

If you don’t see your name here, please 
call the church office so we can add you 
to the birthday list. Hillside UMC’s phone 
number is 218-727-4257. 

 Loaves & Fishes 

 On Tuesday, December 9th, we prepared a nice 
early Christmas Dinner for the men at the Dorothy Day 
House. We cooked a ham that was donated to us. We 
made scalloped potatoes with cheese, sweet potatoes, 
and Christmas coleslaw. For the dessert we sent lots of 
decorated cookies that the youth group decorated. The 
cookies were beautiful! Mint ice cream went too.  
 The extras were Christmas napkins, chocolate 
kisses, coffee, paper towels and always needed toilet 
tissue. 
 We made the meal and Cliff and Diane delivered 
the hot meal at 3:00 PM (before dark) due to heavy 
snow that day. The roads were not in the best condition. 
Thanks Cliff and Diane.  

 Be sure to remember the homeless, the hungry, 
and the sick in your daily prayers and count all your 
blessings. God Is Good!  

   Peace and joy from Carolyn Dahl 

    5  Leroy Britton  26 Jane Mavec   
   26 Christian Durfee  

Please Keep Us in Your Prayers 
Marge Dahl, Clareen Suomala, Shirley  
Olson, MJ Kuhlmey, Vi Lyness and Bill 
Palusky. 

Help Out With PRAYERS 
We all know how much prayer helps us at special times. 
Hillside has a prayer chain that we start when someone 
needs these special prayers but we need more of us on 
that “chain”. Could you be a prayer warrior?  
It works like this:  
Either Carolyn or Carole receives a call from one of you 
or from Pastor Jeremy to start our prayer chain. We 
would call you and ask you to say a prayer for the person 
that needs it and then call one other person (to pass on 
the message). So, you would only be calling one person 
but more prayers are better than one person praying. 
Right now, we are down to six people on our prayer 
chain and we really want more of you to participate. If 
you are willing, please call:  
Carolyn at 218-727-6342 or Carole at 218-606-1236. 

Youth Ministry/
Conformation Class 
We are excited to join with the  
churches of the Twin Ports  
United Methodist Ministries as 
we work together to provide  
programs for our youth! 
 
January 4th-  The youth will be holding a White  
Elephant gift exchange and pot luck at Norton Park  
January 18th- To Be Announced 
 
Focusing on relationships, sharing meals, sharing 
thoughts, and growing in the Love of God and  
neighbors. 

STEWARDSHIP: Commitment Cards 
Still Being Accepted  

Thank you to everyone who has turned in an “estimate 
of financial giving commitment” card for 2026. If you 
haven’t turned yours in yet, please do so as soon as you 
are able. It will enable us to better plan for our mission 
and ministry in 2026. Extra copies of the pledge card are 
available if you need one. Just email or call the church 
office.  
Pick up your personalized offering envelopes in the back 
sanctuary entry. If you would like offering envelopes 
printed for you for 2026 giving, please contact the 

church office at  218-727-4257. 

“Gain all you can, Save all 
you can, Give all you can” 

John Wesley 



3 

 

Sunday Worship  

Worship with us 11 AM each Sunday morning at Hillside United Methodist Church. 

Join us for coffee and conversation at 10:30 AM before worship. We work hard to 

make our space warm and hospitable for all-comers. 

 January 4   Luke 12:13-21   –  “Resolved to be Enough” 

 January 11     

 January 18    

 January 25     

 

Join our Coffee Crew! A great way to Catch Up with Everyone 
Our coffee fellowship time on Sunday’s before worship is very important to us at 
Hillside United Methodist Church. It gives us a chance to visit and catch up on what’s 
going on in our lives. You can play an important role by signing up for a Sunday to 
make coffee and set up treats. The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the  
Fellowship Hall. What does it involve? Make coffee at 10:00 AM to be ready by 10:30 
AM. Also bring some store-bought cookies and setting up the treats for serving by 
10:30 AM. There’s plenty of time for you to visit with your Hillside family as well. Then 
we will need you to clean up after worship. Thanks for everything you do at Hillside. 

Monthly Donation Ideas for CHUM 
CHUM has compiled a list 
of ideas for donations for 
each month of the year. 
The list of items for  
December includes:  
Tuna, any canned meats, beef stew 
Monetary donations are always welcome, and 
anything you can give is very much appreciated.  

Coming Really Soon: Lent & Easter 
Ash Wednesday will be February 18th, which ushers in the  
season of Lent. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday on  
March 29th and moves to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, 
culminating in Easter on April 5th. Stay tuned to the Livewire and 
the Sunday Bulletin announcements for Lent, Holy Week and 
Easter events and activities. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day Events for 2026: 40th Anniversary 
For Martin Luther King Jr. Day 2026 (January 19), Duluth will host several events, including a  
Community Worship Service, a Community Breakfast with a broadcast of national speakers (Soledad 
O'Brien & Freeman Hrabowski), a Gathering & March, and a large Rally at the DECC  
Symphony Hall, organized by the Duluth NAACP and local partners, celebrating themes of unity and 
justice. Nearby, the Harbor Theater will screen civil rights footage, while state celebrations focus on 
Minnesota's 40th MLK Anniversary. Check out their website: https//duluthnaacp.org/mlk. 

Thank you to all those who quietly give their 

time, effort, and skills to our church and community. 
 
Items to Donate 
 

Warm socks are always needed. Please drop off new or 
used men’s and or women’s socks at the church. Other 
items that are in great need right now include gloves, 
sleeping bags, and hand warmers for those who are 
living outside as the weather gets colder . Some of the 
other items in high demand are personal hygiene items. 
These items can also be dropped of at church.  
Please let me know if I can be of help in any way at  
218-390-6308. Thank you, Phyllis. 
Or you can drop items off at 21 W 1st street  (ring bell).  
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NATIONAL HAT DAY HISTORY: January 15th 

People of all ages show up in pirate hats and football helmets. Patrol officers, postal workers,  
restaurant servicers also wear their hats to various events. That date also commemorates the day in 
1797 when the first top hat made its appearance in court, 
National Hat Day is celebrated annually on January 15th, a fun day to wear, appreciate, and show off 
your favorite headwear, from stylish fedoras to practical beanies, with roots in history and  
fashion. When: January 15th each year. What to do: Wear a hat, share photos, and celebrate the 
history and style of head coverings. Why: It's a day for self-expression, a nod to fashion history (like 
the first top hat in 1797), and a chance to support causes.    

 
 
 

The Thursday Book Club is shaking things up again: The meeting in January will be on  
Monday, January 5th, at 7pm at Sandra Wilmot’s house. The book they will be discussing this 
time will be  “Locally Laid” by Lucie Amundsen.  Questions?  Call Sandra at 218-348-2712. 

 

We at Hillside all know that 
“food” is a great way to have fun 
while adding nourishment to our 
bodies and souls! With that in 
mind, we are planning to host a 
BAKED POTATO  
EXTRAVAGANZA following  
worship on  
Sunday, January 18th. 
Those we have had in the past 
have been well received so let’s 
do it again! As in the past we will 
be asking you to help out by 
providing one of the toppings for 
our baked potatoes – please 
watch for the list on the  
“sign-up bulletin board” in the 

fellowship hall and add your 
name. We will furnish the pota-
toes and bake them while we 
are worshipping! 
Some suggestions for toppings 
are as follows, but certainly are 
not limited to: 

● butter    
● sour cream  
● chives    
● broccoli flowerets 
● salsa    
● frozen peas (thawed) 
● diced ham   
● diced tomatoes 
● chili   
● shredded cheese 
● bacon bits   
● Top the Tater 
  
We are also asking for a few 
cakes for dessert. Is this enough 
to entice you to participate? We 
sure hope so – plan ahead!! 

THANKS FOR ALL 
FOR OUR STAFF 
Thanks to all for what you do for us:  From the office, working with the children during the service, 
keeping the building looking so good, the beautiful music and the inspirational words.  All you do is 
so much appreciated.  Anonymous 
FOR WARM CLOTHES 
All of you combined to send three loads of warm and cozy clothes and sleeping gear to the Union 
Gospel Mission this year. They appreciated it very much when it was delivered. 
FOR TOYS FOR THE CHILDREN 
Again, you came through with so many great toys to donate to the Union Gospel Mission’s annual 
party with Santa, where they were given to children who might not have another toy for Christmas. 
DECORATIONS 
Our church looked so pretty for Christmas Eve and will for the following Sundays with all your  
donations for the lovely poinsettia plants. It is always such a simple but beautiful way to offer this  
display to those attending worship. 
YOUR SUPPORT 
Thanks to all of you who returned your commitment cards for our 2026 budget. It helps us to know 
just how we will support our staff, our use of utilities, and all the other functions that keep us alive!!! 

We Bring You Hillside’s Great Baked Potato Extravaganza! 
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Hillside United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting – December 2, 2025 

Hillside United Methodist 
Church 
Administrative Council Meeting 
December 2, 2025 
 
Attendance: Diane Boris, Pastor 
Jeremy, Jim Leland, Carole 
Hawkinson, Carolyn Dahl, Dave 
McKowski 
 
Carole gave the opening prayer. 
 
The November Ad Council 
minutes were reviewed. A  
correction was made. The warm 
clothes for the Union Gospel 
Mission were brought there by 
Carole not by Jim. A motion was 
made by Carole and seconded 
by Dave that the minutes be  
approved. All approved. The 
minutes from the meeting at 
Asbury for approval of the  
Pastoral Compensation package 
were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: The  
treasurer’s report was reviewed. 
This month included the income 
from the sale of the parking lot 
across the street. 
 
Finance Report: Only 9 Pledge 
cards have been received so 
far. The Pastoral Compensation 
Package of $81,080 which 
Hillside’s share is $40,540 was 

approved. The motion was 
made by Carole and seconded 
by Dave. All approved. 
 
Pastors Report: There was a 
community Thanksgiving service 
at Norton Park UMC. The youth 
put together CHUM meals. 
There is a new report from the 
Conference to fill out. The youth 
meeting the first Sunday in De-
cember will be the last one we 
have at our church this year. We 
served the youth alight meal for 
their meetings, October, Novem-
ber and December this fall. The 
youth from our church served 
hot chocolate at Bentleyville on 
Sunday, November 30th. 
 
Lay Leader: No report. 
 
SPRC: No report. 
 
Trustees: The duties of the  
custodian were gone over with 
him. The light above the parking 
lot door burns out every 3 
months. It used to last one year. 
It is supposed to be on from 
dusk to dawn but it has been 
noticed it is on during the day 
too. Our permit to do business in 
the State of MN has been 
renewed. We will not be  
renewing the lease and service 
agreement on the copier  

because we may not be in  
business for a 3- or 5-year 
agreement. We may purchase 
the copier. The heat tape for the 
roof has been plugged in and 
will operate during daylight 
hours. 
 
Lamplighters: Vi Lyness and 
Shirley Olson were visited. Bill 
Palusky will be visited tomorrow. 
The Mattsons will be visited too. 
 
Missions: Loaves and Fishes is 
going well. They will receive a 
ham dinner this month. 
 
Worship: Advent Bulletins with 
yellow print don’t show up well 
on the screen. Christmas Eve 
Service will be at 4PM. The  
Barnum UMW service is at 6:30. 
We will have hand held candles 
and that has been taken care of. 
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting 
will be January 6, at 9:30 AM 
 
Pastor Jeremy gave the closing 
prayer.  
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
Diane Boris 
Ad Council Secretary 

If you have an emergency... Please call Pastor Jeremy on his cell at 218-825-2174. If you cannot reach him, 
contact Carole Hawkinson at 218-606-1236 or Carolyn Dahl at 218-727-6342 for assistance. 

John Beargrease History: This Year’s Race is the 41st Anniversary 
John Beargrease was a legendary Anishinaabe mail carrier on Minnesota's North 
Shore (near Duluth) in the late 1800s, known for delivering mail year-round by dog 
sled in winter and canoe/boat in summer between Two Harbors and Grand Marais, 
vital for connecting remote communities before roads existed.  
His legacy lives on through the annual John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon, the 
longest in the lower 48 states, celebrating his resilience and connection to the  
region's history, with descendants still involved in the race today. 
This year’s race begins January 25th. Check out their Website:  https//beargreae.com 



6 

Check out our website!  HillsideUMChurch.com 

     Hillside UMC November 2025 Treasurer’s Report 


