
  

 

Pastor’s Message 

 

 HILLSIDE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

1801 Piedmont Avenue, Duluth, MN 55811-3219 Phone 218-727-4257 

Website: hillsideumchurch.com Email: hillsideumcduluth@gmail.com 

Find us on Facebook:  Hillside United Methodist Church  

March  2026 Livewire deadline is Thursday,  February 19, 2026 

WORSHIP AT 11 AM EVERY SUNDAY 

Greetings friends, 
As we enter into February, we enter into the 
season of repentance and reflection; the season 
of Lent. Ash Wednesday is February 18th, and 
we will hold a service at 4:00 PM, that will end 
with the imposition of ashes on our foreheads.  
The first Sunday of Lent is February 22nd, and 
in this new season of our church calendar, we 
will be focusing on the Apostles’ Creed.  
To aid us in centering on this text we will be 
leaning into the book titled ‘Creed’ by J.D. Walt. 
Each weekday during Lent you can find a daily 
devotional adapted from J.D.’s book on the 
church website and on our Facebook page as 
well. To give you a taste of what is to come, 
here is the first entry in our Lenten daily  
devotion:  
Feb. 16th – Read - Genesis 1:1-2:2 
Underline the recurring phrases throughout this opening passage of Scripture.  
(hint: “And God said,” “And God saw,”)  
At the conclusion of each day’s reading: 
ASK: Express your questions, doubts, curiosities, and conundrums.  
AFFIRM: Write any fresh affirmation stirring in your heart and mind from today.  
Now affirm the Apostles’ Creed aloud: “I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth …” 
 
         Breathe Peace, Rev. Jeremy Woodley 

Livewire 
Hillside United Methodist 

February 2026 
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FINANCIAL GIVING FROM  JANUARY 4 

2026 THROUGH  JANUARY 25TH 2026 

AMOUNT NEEDED PER MONTH $8,686 
 ----------------------------------------------------- 

 January  4  $   2,649.00 

 January 11  $      517.00 

 January 18  $ 775.00 

 January 25  $      375.00 

  Total          $   4,316.00 

  Balance      –  $  4,370.00 

 

Happy February Birthday to 
our Hillside Friends!  

If you don’t see your name here, please 
call the church office so we can add you 
to the birthday list. Hillside UMC’s phone 
number is 218-727-4257. 

 Loaves & Fishes 

 What’s better on a cold windy day than a good 
Mexican hot dish? That is what we made on Tuesday, 
January 13th for the men at the Dorothy Day House. We 
browned ground beef with taco seasoning. Then we 
added cooked macaroni, picante sauce, diced tomatoes, 
black beans, and corn. We sent sour cream and grated 
cheese for them to put on top before serving.  
 We made a salad with chopped lettuce, tomatoes, 
and ranch dressing. We also sent taco chips and dip. For 
dessert, Diane and I each made bundt cakes. 
 The extras were dish soap, laundry soap, a gallon 
of vinegar (for cleaning), toilet paper, and paper towels. 
 Thanks to Cliff and Diane for delivering all of this 
every month. 
 As always, but especially during the cold winter 
weather, remember the homeless people sleeping in 
shelters and outside. Keep them in your prayers. 
 

   Peace and joy from Carolyn Dahl 

    2  Jan Mattson  15 Barb Carlson   
 13 Phyllis Peterson 19 Sandra Wilmot 

Please Keep Us in Your Prayers 
Marge Dahl, Clareen Suomala, Shirley  
Olson, MJ Kuhlmey, Vi Lyness, Bill Palusky, 
Jane Mavec, and Ron and Jan Mattson.  

Help Out With PRAYERS 
We all know how much prayer helps us at special times. 
Hillside has a prayer chain that we start when someone 
needs these special prayers but we need more of us on 
that “chain”. Could you be a prayer warrior?  
It works like this:  
Either Carolyn or Carole receives a call from one of you 
or from Pastor Jeremy to start our prayer chain. We 
would call you and ask you to say a prayer for the person 
that needs it and then call one other person (to pass on 
the message). So, you would only be calling one person 
but more prayers are better than one person praying. 
Right now, we are down to six people on our prayer 
chain and we really want more of you to participate. If 
you are willing, please call:  
Carolyn at 218-727-6342 or Carole at 218-606-1236. 

Youth Ministry/Conformation Class 
We are excited to join with the  
churches of the Twin Ports  
United Methodist Ministries as 
we work together to provide  
programs for our youth! 
The group will be meeting  
February 1st and 15th at Norton Park. 
Focusing on relationships, sharing meals, sharing 
thoughts, and growing in the Love of God and  
neighbors. 

Thank you notes from  
Union Gospel Mission and Chum 
Dear Hillside United Methodist Church, 
Thank you for your recent donation of $230.00 to the 
Union Gospel Mission. 
Here at UGM, we are driven by a belief that everyone 
deserves food, shelter, and hope. And, because of the 
generosity of your donors, the Mission has been on that 
mission for over 100 years. Your thoughtful gift ensures 
we can continue serving our guests in a way that  
preserves pride and inspires belief in a better tomorrow.  
Because shelter fills a need and food fills stomachs, but 
hope fills the soul. With sincere gratitude,  
Katie Hagglund, Executive Director UGM 
 
Dear Hillside United Methodist Church, 
Thank you for your donation of $300.00. Your gift has 
been designated for Chum’s Food Shelf. 
Our vision is a future where every person has food,  
shelter, dignity, and hope; where racial disparities are 
eliminated; and where everyone lives in a just and  
compassionate community. Every donation is a  
powerful act of compassion. Thank you for standing with 
us. Sincerely,  
Gracia Swenson, Chum Donor Relations Manager  
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Sunday Worship  

Worship with us at 11 AM each Sunday morning at Hillside United Methodist 

Church. Join us for coffee and conversation at 10:30 AM before worship. We work 

hard to make our space warm and hospitable for all-

 February   1   1 Cor. 2:1-10     –  “Jesus First” 

 February   8   1 Cor. 3:11-17   –  “Motivation for Mission” 

 February 15  Matthew 17:1-9    --  “Mountains vs. Valleys” 

 February 18  Ash Wednesday   --  Service will be at 4 p.m. 

 February 22    Romans 8:15-17   --  “I Believe” 

Monthly Donation Ideas for CHUM 
CHUM has compiled a list of ideas for donations 
for each month of the year. The list of items for  
February includes: Macaroni & Cheese, boxed 
dinners, ramen noodles. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monetary donations are always welcome, and 
anything you can give is very much appreciated.  

Chum events for February 
 Chum Extravaganza: Food, Fun, and Philanthropy: February 12th 

February 12th, 2026, 5:30-8:30pm at the DECC Harborside  
Ballroom Business Casual Attire, Formal Attire, or Mardi Gras Costume  
Attire. Tickets are $50 and include food, music, entertainment, and  
community. Come and learn first-hand from Chum staff and their stories 
why your support is so crucial in this time. We hope to see you there!  If you 
bought raffle tickets for the Quilt Raffle, the drawing will be at this event. 
Tickets can be purchased at chumduluth.org/extravaganza.  

Housing for Advocacy: February 24th 
Pilgrim Congregational Church - 5-6:30 PM, Tuesday, February 24th Chum’s annual legislative agenda 
has not yet been approved, but this legislative session is going to be short and intense. Capital funding 
for shelter and transitional housing are not a focal point, but we are supporting our District 8 legislators to 
obtain funding for Union Gospel Mission’s Mission Engagement Center and Mission Heights Housing. 
These projects are part of the collaboration of nonprofits working together through the Stepping On Up 
Duluth coalition.  

 Chum Assembly: February 26th 
  Please join us for this important governance meeting from the comfort of your home! This year’s annual 
meeting will be held via Zoom. We have a slate of elections on the business side, followed by an up-to-
date video tour to explore the progress of the shelter expansion. We’ll catch you up on Chum happen-
ings, including a recap of the Extravaganza! Register here https://www.tfaforms.com/5209195 

Coming Really Soon: Lent & Easter 
Ash Wednesday will be February 18th, Palm Sunday on March 29th, and Easter on April 5th. Stay 
tuned to the Livewire and the Sunday Bulletin announcements for Lent, Holy Week and Easter events.  

 
Items to Donate 
 

Warm socks are always needed. Please drop off new or 
used men’s and or women’s socks at the church. Other 
items that are in great need right now include gloves, 
sleeping bags, and hand warmers for those who are 
living outside as the weather gets colder. Some of the 
other items in high demand are personal hygiene items. 
These items can also be dropped of at church or you 
can drop items off at 21 W 1st street  (ring bell).  
Please let me know if I can be of help in any way at  
218-390-6308. Thank you, Phyllis. 
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The Hillside UMC Book Club is back with the regularly scheduled Thursday evening meetings.  
Thursday, February 5th, at 7pm at  Sandra Wilmot’s house,  and the book they will be discussing  will 
be  “The Secret, Book & Scone Society” by Ellery Adams.  
 
If you want to read ahead, the next book of choice for the March meeting is “Horse” by Geraldine 
Brooks. If you would like to join the  Book Club or  have any questions, please contact   
Sandra at 218-348-2712. 

Balm for Troubled Times @ Sacred Heart February 15th 
Sacred Heart Music Center (201 West 4th St., Duluth) is holding a concert at 4:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, February 15, 2026. In light of all that is happening in our communities, our  
country, and the world, local musicians have come together to perform at this unique 
event, hoping it will offer a time to pause, reflect, and remember how music connects and 
inspires us all as human beings.  

IT WAS FUN AND FILLING 
Our recent Baked Potato Extravaganza was so much fun – with all the twelve  
different toppings, and cake to finish it off!  The fellowship with everyone was an  
added bonus to the filling of large potatoes. We hope to continue this tradition and  
perhaps add some more easy-peasy meals for us! 

How to Train Your Dragon - An Interactive Event for Children 
at Sacred Heart Music Center 
The Friends of the Felgemaker will host “A Morning with the Felgemaker” 
at Sacred Heart Music Center (201 West 4th St., Duluth, MN) on  
Saturday, February 7 from 10:00am-11:30 am.  This FREE interactive 
program for children will feature music from "How to Train Your Dragon" 
played on Sacred Heart Music Center’s historic Felgemaker pipe organ. 
It is geared towards younger children (K-5th grade).  
The morning's activities will include: a) listening to music from the movie 
"How to Train Your Dragon" played on the Felgemaker pipe organ,  
b) seeing live bearded dragons courtesy of the Lake Superior Zoo  
Education Department, c) seeing up close how a pipe organ works by 
experiencing an Orgelkids miniature organ, d) eating animal crackers 
and juice. 
This event is FREE.  All children must be accompanied by an adult.  No 
tickets are required. 

Cold Front Duluth: A Free, Family-Friendly Winter Festival  
Celebrate the Best of Winter Fun! Saturday, February 7th, 
2026 Noon-7 p.m. 
This festival will be filled with sledding, fat tire biking, curling, s'mores, and 
more at Bayfront Park on Saturday, February 7, 2026. There are many all 
day activities as well as the following special events: 
12-3 p.m.  Youth Dog Sled Rides (12 and under) 
1-4 p.m.  Hay Rides 
3:15-5:15 p.m.  Adult Snow Volleyball Tournament, Giant Ski  
Races, Palm Swings Closest to the Pin Golf Competition 
5:15-7 p.m.  "Glow Front" Ice Skating Party on the ice rink 



5 

 

Hillside United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting – January, 2026 

Hillside United Methodist 
Church 
Administrative Council Meeting 
In Person & Zoom Meeting 
January 6, 2026 
 
Attendance: Diane Boris, Pastor 
Jeremy, Jim Leland, Carole 
Hawkinson, Carolyn Dahl, Dave 
McKowski, Sandy Wilmott 
 
Carolyn Opened the meeting 
with a prayer. 
 
The December Ad Council 
minutes were reviewed.  A  
motion was made by Carole and 
seconded by Carolyn that the 
minutes be approved. All  
approved.          
 
Treasurer’s Report: The  
treasurer’s report was reviewed.  
A question was asked about 
paying the Copier bill to January 
15th since we bought the copier. 
Sick & Safe time is now in  
effect. We only have one  
employee who would be eligible 

for this.    
        
Finance Report: Only 9 Pledge 
cards have been received so 
far. The Budget will be  
approved at the Charge  
Conference on January 18, 
2026 after the church service.     
    
Pastors Report: Pastor Jeremy 
talked to our Superintendent 
about our financial situation.  
She will come & meet with us.  
The reports will be worked on 
with our secretary, Sue Brewer. 
There are some Conference 
people who can help us out.  
Thursday & Friday Pastor will be 
in school all day and won’t be 
available.        
 
Lay Leader:  No report.      
   
SPRC:  No report.      
  
Trustees: The check off sheet is 
working well with the janitor.  
We will continue to pay for the 
maintenance agreement for the 

copier. There has been water in 
the basement again.                            
 
Lamplighters:  Shirley Olson is 
at Ecumen. MJ is at  
Benedictine. Jane Mavec is not 
feeling well right now.                      
      
Missions: The toys were brought 
to Union Gospel Mission.         
 
Worship: Easter is early this 
year, April 5th. Ash Wednesday 
will be February 18th.   
 
Other: We had two new visitors 
on Sunday.                 
 
Next Meeting: The next meeting 
will be February 3, at 9:30 AM 
 
Pastor Jeremy gave the closing 
prayer.  The meeting was  
adjourned.        
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Diane Boris 
Ad Council Secretary 

If you have an emergency... Please call Pastor Jeremy on his cell at 218-825-2174. If you cannot reach him, 
contact Carole Hawkinson at 218-606-1236 or Carolyn Dahl at 218-727-6342 for assistance. 

The  DULUTH  BOAT, SPORTS, TRAVEL & RV SHOW  
This event, which is held in conjunction with The NORTHLAND OUTDOORS  
DULUTH DEER CLASSIC takes place February 19-22, 2026 at the Duluth  
Entertainment Convention Center (DECC) in Duluth, MN.  One admission will 
gain you access to both of these great shows making this the best entertainment 
value in town.  This event features the best of hunting, fishing, camping & travel.  
Grab the latest gear and browse thru the many boats, docks, lifts, RV’s, Fifth 
Wheels and Travel Trailers. If you love anything to do with the great outdoors 
you’ll find it here at the 53rd Annual Duluth Sport Show. 

Duluth Women's Expo 
Held at the DECC on February 28, 2026, providing a day focused on women's interests. Get ready 
for an incredible day at the Duluth Women’s Expo, packed with nearly 100 amazing opportunities to 
explore health, beauty, shopping, crafts, and more—all under one roof! Dive 
into fitness ideas, pamper yourself, and find unique fashions. Discover  
handmade treasures, natural products, and essential oils, or get inspired with 
travel ideas and home improvement solutions. Whether you’re here to shop, 
learn, or simply recharge, the Duluth Women’s Expo is your one-day  
destination for all things inspiring, empowering, and fun! 
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Check out our website!  HillsideUMChurch.com 

     Hillside UMC December 2025 Treasurer’s Report 


